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husband to order presents to be given away at all the gates
of the city.

4.  Dohada is used as an ornamental incident, not influencing

the main events of a story

In certain cases the dohada motif is subordinate to the
main events of a story, being in itself merely an ornamental
and attractive incident introduced to give impetus to the
narrative. In religious Sanskrit literature this use of dohada
is scarce, but it enters largely into secular works, such as the
Ocean of Story. Thus in Chapter XXII Vasavadatta wishes
for stories of great magicians and to fly in a magic chariot.
Similarly in Chapter XXXV Queen Alankaraprabha roams
about the sky in a magic chariot in the shape of a beautiful
lotus, " since her pregnant longing assumed that form.53

5.  Dohada is feigned by the woman in order that she may

accomplish some purpose, or satisfy some desire

The idea of pretending to have a certain dohada in order
to get a husband out of the way is common in Indian stories.
It is frequent in the Jatakas (see Nos. 159, 491, 501, 534, 545),
In the Nigrodha-Jdtaka (No. 445, op. cit., vol. iv, pp. 22-27)
the trick dohada is used, not to send the husband away on
some dangerous and nearly impossible task, but to please her
husband by making him believe she is pregnant. As she is
barren she is treated disrespectfully by her husband's relations.
In her trouble she consults her old nurse, who teaches her
the behaviour of pregnant women and what kind of strange
things she must long for. By clever working all goes well, and
as part of her pretended dohada she wanders into a wood,
where, as luck will have it, she finds a babe abandoned by
some passing caravan.

See also Jiilg's Kalmiikische Marchen, p. 31, where a trick
to eat the heart of a stepson fails. The most extraordinary
story of a feigned dohada is " The Nikini Story " in Parker's
Village Folk-Tales of Ceylon9 vol. i, p. 284 et seq. Here the
woman has a weakness for continually remarrying. This she
does by pretending dohada for some object so hard to obtain
that in the effort to satisfy her the husband always dies. The
first whim is for some stars from the sky, the second for a bed
of sand from the bottom of the sea, the third for Nikini. After